
Submissions for The Eccles Centre & Hay Festival 
Writer’s Award 2020 will open on 1 June 2019. 
The two winners will hold the Writer’s Award for 
one year from 1 January 2020, each receiving four 
quarterly grants of £5,000. They will have privileged 
access to the expertise of the British Library’s 
curatorial staff, will be entitled to Membership of the 
British Library, and will have the chance to appear at 
future Hay Festival editions with their published work. 

The winners will also have the opportunity to work 
with the Eccles Centre to develop and facilitate 
activities and events related to their research.

Eligibility
Applications are invited from fiction and non-fiction 
authors undertaking a book-length project, which a 
publisher based in Latin America, Spain or the United 
Kingdom intends to publish. The work should focus 
on some part of the Americas and needs to make 
extensive use of the collection of the British Library; it 
is expected that Awardees will make dedicated use of 
the Library’s collection over one or more research trips 
lasting weeks or months. The judges will consider 
works published in any language indigenous to the 
Americas but applications must be in either English or 
Spanish.

The competition is open to any author but please 
note that neither the Eccles Centre nor Hay Festival 
will arrange visas, travel or accommodation for Award 
holders. Awardees will also be responsible  
for any payments or charges incurred as a result  
of international bank transfers.

Membership of the British Library does not 
automatically include the Reader Pass required to 
access the Library’s Reading Rooms. Awardees will 
be responsible for their own application for a Reader 
Pass, full details of the process can be found below as 
can further details about the Membership:

Reader Pass application: 
www.bl.uk/help/how-to-get-a-reader-pass

Membership information:
www.bl.uk/membership
How to Apply

Applications will be accepted between 1 June  
and 16 September 2019, closing at 12:00 BST 
(GMT+1).
Applications – submitted in either English  
or Spanish – will need to include: 
• a summary of the book being written; 
• a brief CV; 
•  an overview of the nature and extent of anticipated 

use of the British Library’s collections relating to the 
Americas; 

•  an outline of how the project and the author will 
promote awareness and use of the British Library’s 
Americas collections; 

•  an outline of ways the project and its outputs will 
contribute to the Hay Festival programme;

•  evidence of an established publisher’s intention  
to publish the finished book; 

•  Applications should total no more than 10,000 
words and applicants are encouraged to provide an 
executive summary highlighting the key details in 
their application.

The judges reserve the right to request further 
information, including full book proposals, at a  
later stage of the application process.

For more information about the Eccles Centre  
or to explore the British Library’s collection visit 

www.bl.uk/eccles-centre  

For questions relating to the award email: 
ecclesaward@hayfestival.com 

Closing dates and announcements
The call for applications closes on 16 September 
2019, at 12:00 BST (GMT+1). 

A shortlist of applications will be announced on  
5 November 2019 and winners will be announced  
on 25 November 2019.
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